
Helsinki Headline Goal 

To develop European capabilities, Member States have set themselves the headline goal: by 
the year 2003, cooperating together voluntarily, they will be able to deploy rapidly and then 
sustain forces capable of the full range of Petersberg tasks as set out in the Amsterdam 
Treaty, including the most demanding, in operations up to corps level (up to 15 brigades or 
50,000-60,000 persons).  

These forces should be militarily self-sustaining with the necessary command, control and 
intelligence capabilities, logistics, other combat support services and additionally, as 
appropriate, air and naval elements.  

Member States should be able to deploy in full at this level within 60 days, and within this to 
provide smaller rapid response elements available and deployable at very high readiness.  

They must be able to sustain such a deployment for at least one year. This will require an 
additional pool of deployable units (and supporting elements) at lower readiness to provide 
replacements for the initial forces.  
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